Porbuary 20, 2952

Mr. Ben May
P+0O. Box 1186
Mobile 7, Alabama

Dear Mre Mayi

I thank you for sending me another article on sickle cell
anemia.

I am especially glad to have an extra copy of this paper,
because one of the authors, Dre Herman Branson, worked for a year
with me.

You moy be interested to know that I have been melding tenta-
tive plans toward the foundutien of a research institute in molecu~
lar nedicines You remember that sickle cell anemia 15 the first
dimsease o have been shoun clearly to be & molecular disease. Since
this Imowledge wus cbiained, Dre Harvey Itano in our laboratories
hes found two other diseases that are molecular diseasses -~ both of
them are hereditary hemolytiec anemlss, involving an abnormality of
the hemogzlobin molecule. Thus we now have three diseases that are
based upon sbnormal hemoglobin moleculese I think that it is
likely that many other discases of importance are also molecular
dlseases, and that a more vigorous attack should be made on the
problem of discase in relation to molecular siru-ture than is being
mede 2t present. Of course, the way for such an attack to be made
is through the foundation of a research institute dewoted to this
problem - premﬂ set up in close associstion vith a university
or scientific set

For about ten years I have had in rdnd the posaibility that
a medical research imstitute should be set up close by the California
Institute of Techmology, and I now feel more strongly than ever.that
great contributions oouid be made to hmun welfsre through such en
action. MNo significapt step has been talen yet, however, toward the
foundation of this institute., I would be grateful to you if you
uoigidginm the benefit of your opinions and idess along these
linese

With best regards, I an

Sincerely yours,

Iims PwulingiV



Fu8s It seems to me that the molesular attack is apt %o
provide results of sipnificance to the degenerative
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